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Cuba FFA Chapter Constitution and By-Laws

Article I.  NAME

The name of the organization shall be the Cuba FFA Chapter.  

Article II. The FFA Mission is: 
FFA makes a positive difference in the lives of students by developing their potential for premier leadership, personal growth and career success.
Article III.  PURPOSE OF THE ORGANIZATION

Section A.  The Aims and Purposes of the Cuba FFA Chapter shall be consistent

           with those outlined by the National FFA Organization and listed as follows.



1.  To develop competent and aggressive agricultural leadership.  



2.  To create and nurture a love of agricultural life.  



3.  To strengthen the confidence of students of agricultural education in 



     themselves and their work. 



4.  To create more interest in the intelligent choice in agricultural 




     occupations.



5.  To encourage members in the development of individual agricultural                                       


experience programs and establishment in agricultural careers.



6.  To encourage members to improve the home and its surroundings.  



7.  To participate in the worthy undertakings for the improvement of the 



      industry of agriculture.



8.  To develop character, train for useful citizenship, and foster patriotism.  



9.  To participate in cooperative effort.  



10.  To encourage and practice thrift.



11.  To encourage improvement in scholarship.



12.  To provide and encourage the development of organized recreational 



activities.

Article IV - Organization 
Section A- The Cuba FFA Chapter is a chartered local unit of the Illinois FFA Association, which is chartered by the National FFA Organization. 

Section B- This chapter accepts in full the provisions in the constitution and bylaws of the Illinois FFA Association as well as those of the National FFA Organization. 

Section C- The FFA is an intra-curricular component of the Cuba High School agriculture education program. Students have to do a minimum of 3 FFA activities a semester.
Article V.  MEMBERSHIP

Section A.  Membership in the Cuba FFA Chapter shall be of three kinds; 




Active, Alumni, or Honorary.


Section B.   Active Membership - To be eligible for active membership in the                    


 organization, a student must: 

1.  Be enrolled in an agricultural course; have completed all of the courses offered in agriculture education at Cuba High School; or has completed an agricultural course the previous semester and because of scheduling conflicts with a required course cannot schedule an agriculture course, but shows great interest in supporting the activities of the Cuba FFA Chapter.

  

2. Show an interest in the affairs of the organization by attending meetings, 

 

striving for degrees of membership, and participation in other 
organized activities.  



3.  Pay all current state and national dues by the date determined by the chapter.


Section C.  Alumni Membership -


1. Anyone interested in assisting the Cuba FFA Chapter reach its goals is 



welcome to join the Cuba FFA Alumni.

2. Alumni members are invited and welcome to attend any and all Cuba FFA activities.



3. Alumni members will not have a vote in the business of the Cuba FFA Chapter.


Section D.  Honorary Membership - 
1. Farmers, school superintendents, principals, members of Boards of Education, Chapter Advisors, teachers, staff members in agricultural education, business people and other who are helping to advance agricultural education and the FFA and who have rendered outstanding service, may be elected to honorary membership.

2. Nominations for honorary members will be made by the executive committee and be approved by a majority vote of the Cuba FFA officers.

3. Honorary members will not have a vote in the business decisions of The Cuba FFA.

ARTICLE VI.  DEGREES OF MEMBERSHIP
Section A.   There shall be four degrees of active membership in the Cuba FFA Chapter based on individual achievement. These are the Greenhand 
                       FFA Degree, the Chapter FFA Degree, the State FFA Degree, and                                                   the American FFA Degree.   The national and state organization shall set the qualifications for each degree, unless otherwise stated.

Section B.  Greenhand FFA Degree- To be eligible to receive the Greenhand degree from the chapter, the member must meet the following minimum qualifications:




1. Be enrolled in agricultural education and have satisfactory plans 




for a supervised agricultural experience program.




2. Learn and explain the FFA Creed, Motto, and Mission Statement.




3. Describe and explain the meaning of the FFA emblem and colors.




4. Demonstrate knowledge of the FFA Code of Ethics and the 




proper use of the FFA jacket.




5.  Demonstrate knowledge of the history of the organization, the 




chapter constitution and bylaws, and the chapter Program of 





Activities.



Section C.   Chapter FFA Degree - To be eligible to receive the Chapter                                  

 
FFA Degree from the chapter, the member must meet the 





following minimum qualifications:




1. Must have received the Greenhand FFA Degree.

2. Must have satisfactorily completed the equivalent of at least 180 hours of systematic school instruction in agricultural education at or above the ninth grade level, have in operation an approve supervised agricultural experience program, and be enrolled in an agricultural education course.




3. Have participated in the planning and conducting of at least three 




official functions in the Chapter Program of Activities.

4. Have earned or productively invested at least $150.00 by the member’s own efforts or worked at least forty-five hours in excess of scheduled class time and have developed plans for continued growth and improvement in a supervised agricultural experience program.




5. Have affectively led a group discussion for fifteen minutes




6. Have demonstrated five procedures of parliamentary law.




7. Show progress toward individual achievement in the FFA award programs.

Section D.
State FFA Degree - To be eligible to receive the State FFA Degree from the Illinois Association, the member must meet the following minimum qualifications:




1. Have received the Chapter FFA Degree.




2. Have been an active FFA member for at least two years (24 




months)

3. While in school, have completed the equivalent of at least two years (360 hours of systematic school instruction in 
agricultural education at or 
above the ninth grade level, which includes a supervised agricultural experience program.

4.  Have earned and productively invested at least $1,000.00 or worked at                                                   least 750 hours in excess of scheduled class time in a supervised agricultural experience program.




5. Demonstrate leadership ability by:





a. Performing ten procedures of parliamentary law.





b. Giving a six minute speech on a topic relating to 





     
    agriculture or the FFA.





c. Serving as an officer, committee chairman, or participating 




               member of a chapter committee.




6. Have participated in the planning and completion of the chapter 




Program of Activities.




7. Have participated in at least five activities above the chapter level.




8. Be able to lead a group discussion for at least forty minutes.

9. The member’s local chapter must certify that it has held not less than        twelve (12) meetings during the preceding twelve (12) month period.

10. Be in the upper 40 percent of the class in scholarship; or have an 


average of 85; or must have a 3.5 on a 5 point scale or a 2.5 on a 4 point scale

in all school subjects during the entire period of application for the State      FFA Degree.  



Section E. American FFA Degree - Individuals may apply for the American 



FFA Degree and must be in compliance with the constitution 





of the National FFA Organization.

ARTICLE VII.  OFFICERS

Section A.  In order to hold an office in the Cuba FFA Chapter, one must:

1. be a junior or senior in high school the upcoming year

2. have received the Greenhand Degree

3. must be enrolled in an agriculture class



Section B.  The officers of the Cuba FFA Chapter shall be as follows:





President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Reporter, 





Sentinel and Historian.
Section C. Executive Committee - The executive committee shall be comprised of the President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Reporter, Sentinel, Historian and FFA advisors.



Section D. Election of Chapter officers shall be conducted as follows:




1. Members interested in becoming a chapter officer must be one of the top ten members in the chapter, according to the points chart (before April 1st)  

2. Officers will be voted on by the whole FFA Chapter.

3. It takes a majority vote for any officer to be elected 




4.  New officers will be officially installed during the annual Chapter 



Banquet.



Section E. Term of Office - The term of office shall begin at the adjournment of 



the current banquet and terminate at the conclusion of the following year’s banquet.





Section F. Duties of Officers - The duties of the officers of the Cuba FFA 


Chapter are described in the bylaws.



Section G.  In the event that an officer is unable to fulfill the obligations of 



his/her office, the following shall occur:

1. A vacancy in the presidency shall be filled by a Vice-President.  The new president shall be nominated by the current officer team and approved by a majority vote of the membership. 

2. A vacancy in an executive office shall be filled by the corresponding second officer.

3. A vacancy in the second team of officers shall be filled by a nomination of the executive committee and approved by a majority vote of the membership.



Section H - Removal from office
1. In the event that an officer fails to perform the requirements of their office and/or acts in a manner that is unbecoming of an officer of the Cuba FFA Chapter he/she may be suspended or removed from office by the FFA Advisors.

.

ARTICLE VIII    DUES
Section A. Each member shall be responsible for paying national and state dues as specified in the respective constitutions before becoming a member of the Cuba FFA Chapter.  These dues will be collected at the time of registration for an agricultural course or be collected by September 15 if not currently enrolled in an agriculture course.


Section B. There shall be no additional dues assessed to belong to the Cuba FFA Chapter.  

ARTICLE IX AMENDMENTS
Section A. Proposed amendments to the Cuba FFA Constitution must be proposed in writing to the Executive Committee.  The Executive Committee will review the proposal and post it, in writing, for thirty days.  The proposal will then be brought before the chapter membership where it will require a two-thirds majority vote to pass.

Section B. By-laws may be adopted to fit the needs of the Cuba FFA Chapter, provided they are not in conflict with the national, state, or chapter constitution.

Article X - Emblem 
Section A- The emblem of the National FFA Organization shall be the emblem for the chapter. 

Section B- All members shall be entitled to display the emblem.
Article XI - Meetings 
Section A- Regular chapter meetings shall be held once a month during the school year at such time and place as designated by the Chapter Executive Committee. Special meetings may be called at any time. 

Section B- Delegates shall be elected annually from active membership to represent the chapter at State FFA Convention. Other delegates may be named as necessary to have proper representation at other meetings. 

Section C- Standard meeting paraphernalia and agenda shall be used at each meeting. All regular meetings shall open and close with the official ceremonies. Parliamentary Procedure shall be used in transacting all business at each meeting.
BYLAWS
to the constitution of the Cuba FFA Chapter
Article I.  Relationship to the Constitution



The bylaws shall be a part of the Constitution of the Cuba FFA Chapter

Article II. Amendments


Amendments to the bylaws may be made by a majority vote of the 
membership 



of the Cuba FFA Chapter.

Article III.  Duties of the Chapter Officers


Section 1. President
1. Preside over meetings according to accepted rules of parliamentary procedure.

2. Appoint committees and serve on them as an ex-officio (non-voting) member.

3. Coordinate the activities of the chapter and evaluate the progress of each division of the Program of Activities.

4. Represent the chapter in public relations and official functions
5. Meets with advisor regularly
6. Help Secretary prepare agenda topics for meetings

7. Memorize opening ceremonies part

8. Assure ALL paperwork is completed for ALL activities in a timely manner

9. Assist secretary in submitting the roster to the state

10. President is in charge of the following

a. Pre POA

b. National Chapter Application

c. Preparing and Running the FFA Banquet



Section 2. Vice Presidents
1. Assists the president in all activities

2. Submits all activity request forms before approval of activity and keeps them on file

3. Assist president in agenda topics for meetings

4. Assist in planning and preparing all activities and make sure all paper work is complete

5. Oversees all committee work, activities and accountability reports in the FFA

6. Memorize opening ceremonies

7. With 2 Vice President’s each one will have its major activities

a. One Vice President is in charge of Cooperative program

b. The other is in charge of Heritage Program


Section 3. Secretary

1. Keeps accurate records of all meetings and creates action items (assignments for follow-up at next meeting)

2. Type up minutes from meetings to give to advisor

3. Maintain the official FFA Chapter calendar of activities

4. Type up and pass out forms, including all activity forms for FFA field trips, contest, Conventions, Conferences, etc.

5. Maintain Membership Roster records and in charge of submitting roster to the state

6. Takes attendance at meetings and turn it in to the advisor

7. Maintains all records of minutes of all chapter meetings on file

8. Maintain all chapter records
9. In charge of send out invitations for: Alumni meetings, Chapter meetings, Advisory council meetings, and the Chapter Banquet

10. In charge of recording and filing ALL Results from ALL FFA Contest such as CDEs, Proficiencies, and other awards.
11. Memorize opening ceremonies
12. With 2 secretaries each one will have different responsibilities

a. One is in charge of AG Safety Day

b. Other is in charge of 20 Miles an hour


Section 4. Treasurer

1. Oversees public relations for the chapter

2. Makes regular news briefs and/or other media to distribute to FFA members, administrators, parents, alumni, and Community.  

3. Writes press releases on FFA activities and achievements to be sent to local newspapers, school newspaper, school announcements, etc. They must BE DONE IN A TIMELY MATTER.

4. Memorize opening ceremonies
5. In charge of the FFA Chapter monthly newsletter.

6. In charge of taking pictures at FFA activities and events.

7. In charge of organizing the pictures on the computer.

8. In charge of Time capsule and chapter scrapbook 
9. Puts together the FFA slide shows for the Chapter banquet
10. With 2 reporters each one will have different responsibilities

a. One is in charge of Fruit Sale

b.  Other is in charge of the Animal Fairs
Section 5. Reporter

1. Memorize opening ceremonies

2.  Collects money at FFA meetings and activities

3. Assists the advisor in keeping track of all financial records in the finance book

4. Reports the FFA finances at meetings

5. Maintain FFA budget and keep all expenditures within the parameters of the budget for the FFA

6. Oversees Finances for the FFA

7. Deposits money into the FFA account from fundraisers

8. Approves money expenditures for activities in accordance with the budget

9. Oversees all fundraising and charity activities

10. Reconciles FFA account funds monthly with district records
11. With 2 treasurer’s each one will have different responsibilities

a. One is in charge of organizing people, supplies, and set up for all FFA food stands.

b. Other is in charge of make sure all bills our paid for
Section 6. Sentinel

1. Prepare meeting room stations, paraphernalia, seats, etc.

2. Arrange for food at meetings and other activities

3. Maintain an inventory record of all FFA supplies

4. Help with equipment maintenance

5. Organize and keep track of all FFA equipment

6. Memorize opening ceremonies
7. With 2 sentinels each one will have different responsibilities

1. Is to over see the plot committee

2. Other is to over see all chapter animals including: Fish and chickens.

Article IV.  Fiscal Responsibility


Section 1. Fiscal Year


The fiscal year of the Cuba FFA Chapter shall be May 1 through April 30th 


of the next calendar year.

Section 2. Requesting Funds



A. Requests for funds from the Cuba FFA Chapter must be signed for by an 



advisor and a student treasurer.


B. No advisor may request money for himself/herself or their family members

Section 3. Reporting



A.  The treasurer is responsible for preparing a written financial report at each 



officer meeting and chapter meeting.


B.  The treasurer is responsible for preparing an annual financial report to be 



presented at the annual banquet.
